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Paul J. McNulty, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia, announced
that Jody Lamar Patterson, age 44, of Norfolk, Virginia, was sentenced today for unlawfully
buying and selling reptiles for profit.  United States District Court Judge Raymond A. Jackson
sentenced Patterson to 4 years probation with 120 days home detention and electronic
monitoring at his expense and fined him $15,000.00.

Patterson pled guilty on October 18, 2005, to a one-count criminal information which
charged him with knowingly engaging in the illegal importation and sale of endangered and
protected tortoises, in violation of the Lacy Act.

The government’s investigation revealed that during the period of November and
December, 2003, Patterson purchased Madagascar Radiated tortoises and Indian Star tortoises
from a supplier in Singapore and then sold them over the internet.  In December 2003, Customs
officials in San Francisco intercepted a package addressed to Patterson at his place of
employment in Norfolk.  The package marked “gift of books” contained 20 live Indian Star
tortoises and was not accompanied by a Declaration of Importation, as required by government
regulations.  Subsequent investigation revealed that the defendant had actually received three
shipments of tortoises during that November and December, 2003, which included 2 Madagascar
Radiated tortoises and 26 additional Indian Star tortoises.

Madagascar Radiated tortoises are endangered species and cannot be imported without a
special permit, which Patterson did not have.  Indian Star tortoises are a protected species for
which a permit to import is also required, which Patterson did not possess.  The government
estimated the value of the 48 tortoises to be between $14,880.00 to $26,800.00.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service investigated this case and Assistant United States
Attorney Dee Sterling prosecuted the case. 

###


